Working to Preserve our Heritage:
A Historical Review of the Development of

Greek-American Community Services
1983 to 2002

BY ELAINE THOMOPOULOS AND JOHN PSIHARIS



Co-founders of Greek-American
Community Services (GACS)

Elaine Thomopoulos
and

John Psiharis
1983




Greek-American
Nursing Home
Committee began
as a committee of
GACS

but was
established as a
separate
organization in
1984 under the
direction of Dr.
Theodosis
Kioutas.




reek-American Rehabilitation Centre in Wheeling, IL opened in 2001.
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Neighbors
Helping
Seniors

T\

In 1986, Community Aging
Network was established as a
program of Greek-American
Community Services. It offered
home help, chore services,
telephone reassurance,

transportation, and educational
programs.

COMMUA//WA%A/E/VEWO}?K
A WOR/(SHOPAT§5
RO/\/ALD WILLIA M

8-

I
FLOOR- g A

MONDAY~3~Z]-




NEA NPOMPAMMATA

LYAAOTIOY
EAAHNO-AMEPIKANIKON YNHPEZION
O ZUANoYOG EAANVO-Apepikavik@V YINPESIOV HE
TIOAAT) Xap@ avakolv@VEL TN dnuioupyia Twv
eEng Kevipwv Opovridag YnepnAikwy.
\\‘ i 8

Northwest

Chicago Wy
Senior% Care %Center

?'VMN“‘Q

Kévrpov Huepnoiag
®povridag YnepnAikwv.

Northwest Chicago Senior Care Center was
established in 1990 to provide socialization and care to the elderly
during the day with participants returning home at night. Pictured is a
party for participants and family.




Tornie the Cat offered
comfort and
companionship to
participants of the

Northwest Chicago Senior
Care Center.




The popular
Fabric Arts

Program '
began in 1986. "

Funding from \'”4’ E 8

the City of - ‘ W
Chicago
helped
support this
program,

which met
once a week.




The
participants
displayed
their work
at the State
of lllinois
Building,
where
thousands
admired
their work.




GACS helped organize
a meeting of various
ethnic groups that
resulted in the
formation of the
Coalition of Limited
English Speaking
Elderly. The
collaborative spirit of
its members led to
major improvements in
service provision to
limited and non-
English speaking
elderly.




1 NIS TWO-Gay conterence,
which featured 40
scholars and leaders in
the Greek and Assyrian
communities, was
attended by 150 people.
It included a banquet
with Greek and Assyrian
food and Greek and
Assyrian music and
dance.
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ASSYRIAN UNIVERSAL ALLIANCE FOUNDATION
&
GREEK-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICES

Present

A CONFERENCE STRAINS ON ETHNIC PRIDE:
CONFLICT BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW IMMIGRANTS
IN THE
GREEK & ASSYRIAN COMMUNITIES

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31st and NOVEMBER 1st, 1987
AT THE LAKE SHORE CAMPUS OF LOYOLA UNIVERSITY.
(Centennial Forum Bldg., 6525 N. Sheridan Rd., Chicago)

This program is supported by the lllinois Humanities Council and the National Endowment for
Humanities with additional funding from the lllinois General Assembly, Loyola University and
the Greek and Assyrian Communities of Metropolitan Chicago.

A Cultural Event of Greek Heritage '87
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THE GREEKS IN AMERICA..
A CELEBRATION OF FILMS

film festival
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autobiographical novel “"America,

Guest Speaker: Dr. Charles Moskos,

orthwestern University

SUNDAY OCTOBER 19, 1986 at 3:00pm "A VILLAGE IN B Look at
Greek American Women" BY DOREEN MOS »xplores t
that 4 Greek women go through as they integrate into American culture.
2k town looks at such issues as

"TMORE.

assimila

E tion process

The film, made in Baltimore's Gr
onal aspirations and traditions.
the film!

marriage, family 1if

profe

yroducer/director and
Orthodox (

Doreen Mos

Kerhulas, film reviewer for

to leave "Greek town" in the construction of th
of Illinois Chicago Circle Campus. The film looks at the family's
g 1 stream society

nto mai

apprehens in t

in their old neighborhood.
of "Goodnight crates" and

or the Orthodox Cbsexver

WILL BE SERVED* A

students-Available at door.
or 655-2077

CO-SPONSORED BY:
DePaul University Hellenic §

sPoNSorep By: Grch—Amcric;m Commva Scrv'uccs

Psiharis, E» utive Director

nistrator for Greek-american
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GACS hosted many literary presentations.

GREEK - AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICES

AND -THE-

HOLy TRiINHY CWURcH
PRESENT

THEANO MARGARIS

KHPO WL READ 4REEK AMERICAN
POEARY WIHH DISCUSSION FOLLOWING
AT
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
DR WESTY DIWNERSEY
ON
SUNDAl bEceMBER. 10,1989
12.: 00 NOON)
REECRBESUMENTS 10 BRE SERVED

PRO4RPAM 10 BE PRESENTED IN 4REEK

This program is part of a series of events sponsored by Greek-American
Community Services and made possible through funding from the Chicago
Office of Fine Arts, Department of Cultural Affairs, with additional
funding by the MacArthur Foundation, The Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.
and the Illinois Arts Council, a State Agency.

For further infromation call
Elaine Thomopoulos, Ph.D.
(312) 539-2323

A Conversation with
Christopher G. Janus

2\

Sunday Afternoon

October 27, 1996
3:00 P.M.
at
Greek-American Community Services
3940 N. Pulaski Road, Chicago, IL
(Kennedy Expy. ~ Irving Park/Pulaski Exit)

Sponsors

Cultural & Arts Program
of

Greek-American Community Services
with
Greek Women's University Club
and
Hellenic Professional Society of Illinois

Refreshments
Miss Fourth of July video after lecture
Information (312) 545-0303




Beginning in
1987 and
continuing
through 1996,
GACS became
a co-sponsor
of a series of
Greek Nights
held at several
popular
Chicago night
clubs.
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Friday, December 2, 1988 ékzik <ULTL|R2
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632 N. Dearborn Panos Productions will film live for an upcoming segment of
Doors open at 9:00 p.m. GRECIAD SPOTL 1G HT

F ! $HI : N hosted by Dino Tsoros.

10:30 p.m. Journey to Greece. .. 11:30 p.m.
Experience the wave of the future with Designs by MARIO N. STAMAS

ZAHAROFF i

el XIGIEA\NnN VICHAB, ANTHONY HAIR DESIGNS e L
air & Makeup by A SIG! X e %
Choreography by ROSE MANDEL STARDANCE PRODUCTIONS GIGI & COCO’S HAIR SALON
Soundtrack by MUSIC EXPRESS CHICAGO

Featuring '] J ini ie F Mohr
original n ] i
works by , : g
iN ies 113 as . X
Traditional Greek Folk Music by THE HELLENIC
Performance at 10: 00 p.m.
CLIKINE e

issi nlmm‘)OOpm IH}Opm
$5.00 per person |hereaner with invitation. §7.00 per person without invitation.
You must be 21 to enter.




GREEK-AMERICAN
COMMUNITY SERVICES

PRESENTS
THE LECTURE SERIES

GREEK-
AMERICANS

CULTURAL
EVENT OF

GREEK
HERITAGE

‘88

“Greek-
Americans in
the
Workplace”
included
GEER
lectures

and a

radio program.
It was funded
in part through
a grant from
the lllinois
Humanities
Council.
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GREEK-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICES
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR A
LECTURE-DISCUSSION
BY
George Christakes, Ph.D.

ON
THE GREEK WORK ETHIC

With comments by Stanley Rosen
Professor of Labor Relations, University of Illinois
on the experience of other immigrant groups.

515

SUNDAY, JUNE 26th, 3:00 P.M.
At The COPERNICUS FOUNDATION
5216 W. Lawrence
Chicago, Illinois
Refreshments will be served

Admission $4.00 per person
$3.00 for Senior Citizens and Students
This program s supported by the ilinois Humanities Council and the

National Endowment for Humanities with additional funding from the
Tllinois General Assembly. It is hosted by the Copernicus Foundation.

H555555E

For further information call 539-2323
PROJECT DIRECTORS: ELAINE THOMOPOULOS , PH.D. AND JOHN PSIHARIS

A Cultural Event of Greek Heritage '88
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GREEK-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICES
Is Sponsoring A Lecture and Discussion
by

|5

Elaine Thomopoulos, Ph. D.

"The Greek-American Woman At Work"

Weélnesday, June 28th, 1989
at 7:30 p.m.

At
The Diplomat West
681 W. North Ave.
Elmhurst, Illinois

Refreshments will be served.
Admission: $4.00 per person,
$8.00 for senior citizens and students.

This Program is supported by the Illinois Humanities Council
and the ds for the
with additional funding from the Illinois General Assembly.
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For Further Information Call 539-2323.
Project Directors: Elaine Thomopoulos Ph.D., and John Psiharis

B5]

i

I’

=

|

5

Greek-American Community Services
in cooperation with

Lincoln Land Community College
presents

1S5S

S5

Alexander Karanikas, Ph.D.

Professor of English, University of lllinois, Chicago (Retired)

on

“From Peddlers to Bank_er_s,
the Greeks in American Fiction”

S Sl

Sunday, April 17, 2 p.m.
it

Lincoln Land Community College
Menard Hall, room 201
Springfield, lllinois

H5E
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Admission free
Refreshments will be served
This program is supported by the liinois Humanities Council
and th

e National Endowment for the Humanities
with additional funding from the llinois General Assembly.

This program s hosted by Lincoln Land Community College.
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GREEK-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICES
Invites you to a lecture and discussion

by

Yorgos Kourvetaris, Ph.D.
on May 22nd, 1988 at 3:00 P.M.
on

*“The Greek American Professional & Entrepreneur’”

hosted by

The Hellenic Society of DePaul University
Stuart Center, Room 206
2324 N. Seminary, Chicago, Illinois

Admission $4.00, Senior Citizens & Students $3.00

This program is supported by Illinois Humanities Council
and the National Endowment for the Humanities
with additional funding from the llinois General Assembly.

A Cultural Event of Greek Heritage '88




“Ethnic Identity and Leadership
Development in lllinois”

included nineteen lectures throughout
Illinois.
GACS co-operated with eight ethnic
groups in this project, which
was funded in part by a grant from the
Illinois Humanities Council.

GREEK-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICES

THE HELLENIC SOCIETY OF DePAUL UNIVERSITY

HELLENIC PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY
and the

INSTITUTE FOR AMERICAN PLURALISM

present

MICHAEL BAKALIS, Ph.D.

Professor, Loyola University
and former Comptroller, State of Illinois

"A DEFINITION OF LEADERSHIP
AND THE EXPLORATION OF ETHNICS AS LEADERS"

response by

PETER PORR

Executive Director, Southeast Asia Center

Sunday, April 29, 1990 3:30 P.M.

DePaul University
Lincoln Park Campus, Stuart Center, Room 220
2324 North Seminary - Chicago

Refreshments will be served Admission: $4.00
Seniors/Students: $3.00
This program is part of a series of lectures on
"Ethnic Identity and Leadership Development in Illinois"
supported by the Illinois Humanities Council
and the National Endowment for the Humanities

For further information: Elaine Thomopoulos, Ph.D.
312/539-2323 Project Director




The exhibit,
“O Cosmos:
The Private
Lives and
Public
Celebrations
of the
Greeks in
lllinois,” was
seen by

thousands.
It was
funded in
part by a
grant from
the lllinois
Humanities
Council.




Annual Heritage Awards
Dinners from
1987-1998 honored those who
made outstanding
contributions
to the the community.

Greek-American Community Services

requests the pleasure of your company

at the
First Annual Heritage
Awards Dinner Banquet

Honoring
Alex Karanikas
Andrew Kopan
Yorgos Kourvetaris
Charles Moskos
Theano Papazoglou-Margaris
Harry Mark Petrakis

Friday, May Ist, 1987
Diplomat Banquets
5600 West Fullerton

Chicago, Illinois

Cocktails 6:30 p.m.

“  Dinner 7:30 p.m. Black Tie Optional

Donation $35.00
Music by Perry Fotos Orchestra -

For additional information call:
Greek-American Community Services Office: 539-2323
or Lena Xydes 764-1076 - Evenings




GREEK-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICES
HERITAGE AWARDS RECIPIENTS

1987 1990 1994
Alexander Karanikas James Kirie Greek Women's University Club
Andrew Kopan Frank Kuchuris Hellenic Cultural Organization
Yorgos Kourvetaris Very Reverend Nikitas Lulias  Hellenic Professional Society of Illino1s
: Charles Moskos Kay Valone Krikos
I'heano Papazoglou-Margaris*
Harry Mark Petrakis 1991 1995

Greek Press

Kathryn Adinamis Hellenic Community News

1988 Charles Mouratides i L
Adeline Geo-Karis Evangeline Gouletas ( ap(gl:;:: Sgtar )
Yiannis Lambros* Mike Tsolinas Hellenic Life (Opoyévera)
Antigone Lambros
Fotios Litsas 1992 1996
},eon Marmakoi Roula Alakiotou Irene .'Antom.ou
ohn Nicholson S Eleni Bousis
o Wt ks oula Koutsopanagos D o
fatan Theodosakis r. Theodosis Kioutas
Athena Touloumis®* Loukas Pergantas
1989 1997
John Geocgris‘ 1993 Greek-American Nursing Home Committee
James_ Megllson George Stephanopoulos Hellenic Foundation
Georgia Mitchell Ted Spyropoulos International Orthodox Christian Charities

* Deceased Chris Tomaras Chicago Diocese Philoptochos Society



Greek-American Community Services closed its doors in 2002 because of lack
of funding. In its 19 years of existence, it accomplished the following:

* Helped thousands of seniors maintain their independence,

* Strengthened pride in ethnic heritage through humanities and cultural arts
programs,

* Forged interethnic cooperation, including being instrumental in organizing
the Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly,

* Initiated the Greek-American Nursing Home Committee (GANHC) that
incorporated as a separate organization. The GANHC built the Greek-

American Rehabilitation and Care Centre in Wheeling, Illinois.



