
Working to Preserve our Heritage:
A Historical Review of the Development of 
Greek-American Community Services
1983 to 2002

BY ELAINE THOMOPOULOS AND JOHN PSIHARIS 



Co-founders  of Greek-American 
Community Services  (GACS)

Elaine Thomopoulos
and 

John Psiharis
1983



Greek-American 
Nursing Home 
Committee began 
as a committee of 
GACS 
but was 
established as a 
separate 
organization in 
1984 under the 
direction of Dr. 
Theodosis
Kioutas. 



Greek-American Rehabilitation Centre in Wheeling, IL opened in 2001. 

`



In 1986,  Community Aging 
Network was established as a 
program of  Greek-American 
Community Services. It offered  
home  help, chore services, 
telephone reassurance, 
transportation, and  educational  
programs.  



Northwest Chicago Senior Care Center was
established in  1990  to provide socialization and care to the elderly 

during the day with participants returning home at night. Pictured is a 
party for participants and family. 



Tornie the Cat offered 
comfort and 
companionship to 
participants  of the 
Northwest Chicago Senior 
Care Center. 



The popular 
Fabric Arts 
Program 
began in 1986. 
Funding from 
the City of 
Chicago 
helped 
support this 
program, 
which met 
once a week.



The 
participants 
displayed 
their work 
at the State 
of Illinois 
Building, 
where 
thousands 
admired 
their work. 



GACS helped organize 
a meeting of various 
ethnic groups that 
resulted in the  
formation of the 
Coalition of Limited 
English Speaking 
Elderly. The 
collaborative spirit of 
its members led to 
major improvements in 
service provision to 
limited and non-
English speaking 
elderly. 



This two-day conference, 
which featured  40 
scholars and leaders in 
the Greek and Assyrian 
communities, was 
attended by 150 people.  
It included a banquet 
with Greek and Assyrian 
food and Greek and 
Assyrian music and 
dance. 





Premier for “Solstice” by  Jerry Vasilatos in 1994. 



GACS hosted many literary presentations.



Beginning in 
1987 and 
continuing 
through 1996, 
GACS became 
a co-sponsor 
of a series of 
Greek Nights 
held at several 
popular 
Chicago night 
clubs. 



“Greek-
Americans in 
the 
Workplace” 
included 
fifteen  
lectures
and a   
radio program.
It was funded 
in part through 
a grant from 
the Illinois 
Humanities 
Council. 



“Ethnic Identity and Leadership  
Development  in Illinois”

included nineteen lectures throughout 
Illinois.

GACS co-operated with eight ethnic 
groups in this project, which 

was funded in part by a grant from the 
Illinois Humanities Council.



The exhibit, 
“O Cosmos: 
The Private 
Lives and 
Public 
Celebrations 
of the 
Greeks in 
Illinois,” was 
seen by 
thousands. 
It was 
funded in 
part by a 
grant from 
the Illinois 
Humanities 
Council.



Annual Heritage  Awards 
Dinners from 

1987-1998 honored those who 
made outstanding 

contributions
to the the community.





Greek-American Community Services closed its doors in 2002 because of lack 
of funding. In its 19 years of existence,  it accomplished the following:

• Helped thousands of seniors maintain their independence, 

• Strengthened pride in ethnic heritage through humanities and cultural arts 
programs,

• Forged interethnic cooperation, including being instrumental in organizing 
the Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly,

• Initiated the Greek-American Nursing Home Committee (GANHC) that 
incorporated as a separate organization. The GANHC built the Greek-
American Rehabilitation and Care Centre in Wheeling, Illinois.


